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The task is not to see what has never been seen before, but to think
what has never been thought before about what you see every day
- Erwin Schrodinger (1933 Nobel Laureate in Physics)

Dear MES-ites,

Thank you for All the Memories
This has been a month for exits. Queen Elizabeth passed away on the 8th, two days after
appointing Liz Truss as the 15th Prime Minister of UK. A week later, Roger Federer, an all-time
great of the game, announced his retirement from competitive tennis.
The law of averages dictates that such exalted exits are balanced out with those of ordinary
mortals. At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) held on 28th September, I stepped down as
President of MES with which I have been involved with since 2007. In this period, I was VicePresident for seven years and President for about ﬁve years. The decision to step down came out of
my conviction that institutions need periodic induction of fresh blood and change of leadership.
MES is heading towards an existential crisis. It can no longer dwell in the past but must singlemindedly reinvent itself to respond to a more demanding student community which has a wider
array of schools and colleges to choose from in the new environment created under NEP, 2020. I
have shared my thoughts on these matters in earlier issues of TheMES.
A day later, as I think back about my involvement with all of you over the last ﬁfteen years, a ﬂood
of memories come gushing into my mind. These are not necessarily of functions or events but of
one-to-one and group interactions with many of you. At MES, I did not see myself as a ﬁgure of
authority. Rather, I was always a co-worker who willingly worked hands-on with everyone to
fulﬁll his own responsibility of leadership and communication. I sincerely believe that this enabled
me to enthuse and motivate many of you and equally be inspired by the great work that most of you
have been doing. I cannot thank you enough for the joy and fulﬁllment you have given me by letting
me be your fellow traveler in the journey of making MES a future-ready organisation. I want to
keep this ﬁnal communication short. A picture is worth a thousand words, goes the adage. Let me
therefore conclude with a collage of pictures and excerpts from my speech at the AGM.
My warmest Dasara and Deepavali greetings to all of you and best wishes for the future!

Sincerely,
S. Krishna Kumar,
Hon. President,
Mysore Education Society,
th
30 September 2022
Email: president@mesinstitutions.org.in
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Edited excerpts from the speech of Mr. S Krishna Kumar, President,
Mysore Education Society (MES) at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on
Wednesday, 28th September, 2022 at MES Kishora Kendra, Malleswaram at 5:00 PM
1. I am happy to address all of you at the AGM this evening. Following the practice started at last
year's AGM, I am circulating a formal speech so as to be able to share the highlights of 2021-22 and
place them on record.
Paras 2 to 6 omitted
7. As I see it, the main role of any President is to lead the institution. I have the satisfaction of having
provided that leadership at MES during the last ﬁve years. MES has its own logo now. We organised
the Nobel Insight Lectures, observed two Foundation Days on 16th January 2019 and 2020 where
Distinguished Teachers were honoured, held a Roundtable on the Union Budget in 2020 and had a
workshop on 12th March 2020 to create awareness about Covid-19. We have brought out a calendar
for the last ﬁve years, with some of our teachers being involved in designing a few of them. Kalavedi
has been re-imagined and diversiﬁed programs are being oﬀered in new formats. Communication is
a responsibility that I took seriously. This led to the launching of TheMES in January 2020 and
sustaining it through the pandemic. I have used TheMES to draw the attention of our teachers in
particular, to important forthcoming changes in education and to the new initiatives at MES
focusing on improving their productivity and professionalism. The initiatives include the SAMVAD
program in collaboration with NIMHANS and the CPD program oﬀered through Educafe.
8. I became a member of MES in July 2007. My hands-on involvement with the institution began soon
after, and long before I became President. As Chairman of the Committee on Restructuring Pay &
Allowances, I gave the report in April 2010 that formed the basis for subsequent reforms and salary
increases at MES. I overhauled the content and format of the Annual Report in 2010-11 and even
redesigned the cover page to reﬂect that it was the centenary year of Vidya Sagara Prof. MPL
Sastry. This paved the way for further improvements in the subsequent years.
9. As MES gets ready to face these new challenges and more so, to embrace emerging opportunities, it
is appropriate that there is a change of guard at the top. I have been President of MES for nearly ﬁve
years now. It is now time for me to move on and let other minds apply themselves to the tasks ahead
of MES. Hence, at this AGM, I am stepping down as the President of MES.
10. I wish the next President all the best in his eﬀorts to reshape MES and take it forward. I thank all
those who allowed me to work with them in the best interests of MES.
11. I thank the members of MES for the trust and conﬁdence reposed in the Management team, the
oﬃce-bearers and me personally. I leave behind a team that is empowered, can think critically but
supportively of our schools and colleges. I also leave behind institutions that are all headed by
capable women as Principals. I have mentored every one of them and have seen how they have
blossomed and grown in their understanding of their role and that of the Management.
12. I convey to all of you and your families my warmest Dasara and Deepavali Greetings and All the
Very Best for a Healthy, Joyful and Prosperous future!

